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Subject: Objection to application R/2026/0532/FFM - Highfields Farm

 
 

 
WARNING: This email came from outside of the organisaƟon. Do not provide login or password details. Always be 
cauƟous opening links and aƩachments wherever the email appears to come from. If you have any doubts about this 
email, contact ICT. 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
Dear Planning CommiƩee, 
 
As a local resident whose property is situated in close proximity to the proposed development, I am wriƟng to 
express my profound concerns regarding its potenƟal impacts. The anƟcipated increase in odours, noise, and lorry 
traffic, coupled with the risks of slurry polluƟon and potenƟal harm to pig welfare, poses a significant threat to the 
environmental quality of our area. Furthermore, I am deeply concerned about the detrimental effect this 
development could have on the visual amenity of the surrounding countryside and the potenƟal devaluaƟon of my 
property. 
 
I strongly oppose this applicaƟon, which is enƟrely the wrong sort of farming to encourage. Recent undercover 
invesƟgaƟons of UK pig farms have found that weak or sick piglets, stressed by unsanitary and overcrowded 
condiƟons, frequently die of disease or starvaƟon, someƟmes leŌ in pens alongside living pigs. The NaƟonal Pig 
AssociaƟon's own 2024 briefing on slaƩed flooring acknowledges that respiratory disease can be more prevalent in 
these systems, and that mismatches between slat and gap width as pigs grow can cause injury. 
 
The applicaƟon makes no menƟon of how slat and gap dimensions will be managed as the 1800 addiƟonal pigs grow, 
nor how mortality and disease would be monitored and addressed. I ask the council to require this detail before 
determining the applicaƟon. 
AddiƟonally, I urge the council to reject this applicaƟon on policy grounds, as the Land Use Framework does not 
support factory farming, and factory farming contributes to climate change and water polluƟon. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Philomena McLarty 
5 Parklane Easington TS134NU 


