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From: Ian Martin 
Sent: 25 August 2026 17:36
To: Planning Admin
Subject: Objection to application R/2026/0532/FFM - Highfields Farm

WARNING: This email came from outside of the organisation. Do not provide login or password details. 
Always be cautious opening links and attachments wherever the email appears to come from. If you have 
any doubts about this email, contact ICT. 
 
Dear Planning Committee, 
 
As a local resident living in close proximity to the proposed development, I am writing to express my 
grave concerns regarding the significant potential for increased odour and air pollution, a marked rise 
in traffic volume, and the detrimental impact on local property values. Furthermore, I am deeply 
troubled by the ethical implications for animal welfare, the inevitable slurry pollution, and the risk of 
waste run-off into our environment, all of which represent an unacceptable burden and unnecessary 
suffering. 
 
I object to this application. A recent national security assessment recognised that nature is the 
foundation of national security, warning that continued degradation of ecosystems already threatens 
prosperity through crop failures and economic insecurity. Ecosystem services contributed an 
estimated £87 billion to the economy in 2022 — around 3% of GDP — and the Office for 
Environmental Protection has warned that continued degradation risks a 6% reduction in UK GDP by 
the 2030s. 
 
Land used for intensive animal feed and slurry disposal, such as this development would require, 
works directly against these national priorities, which is why Defra confirmed that the Land Use 
Framework policy does not support factory farming. Locally, it also means more pollution, more 
odours and more pressure on the countryside around Loftus that residents rely on for their quality of 
life.  
 
The application does not demonstrate compliance with the national planning policy of sustainable 
development and healthy communities, nor does it demonstrate compliance with local plan policies 
to protect biodiversity. I ask the council to weigh these wider costs seriously and refuse this 
application. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Ian Martin 
6 Wheatlands Drive, Easington, Saltburn-by-the-Sea, UK. TS13 4PB 

    


