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From: Barry Marshall 
Sent: 26 August 2026 15:22
To: Planning Admin
Subject: Objection to application R/2026/0532/FFM - Highfields Farm

WARNING: This email came from outside of the organisation. Do not provide login or password details. 
Always be cautious opening links and attachments wherever the email appears to come from. If you have 
any doubts about this email, contact ICT. 
 
Dear Planning Committee, 
 
Animal welfare. 
 
I am writing to object to this planning application. It is not acceptable for planning authorities to rely 
on the assumption that animal welfare legislation will be adequately enforced elsewhere. Evidence 
from the Animal Law Foundation indicates a very low rate of farm inspections (under 3% annually), 
with inspections only following half of complaints, and prosecutions for non-compliance occurring in 
a mere 0.33% of cases. 
 
Furthermore, even farms participating in supposedly high-welfare certification schemes have 
demonstrated significant issues. An investigation into 45 RSPCA Assured farms revealed animal 
suffering on every site visited, with a substantial number of breaches of both animal welfare law and 
Defra regulations, including instances of overcrowding, prevalent disease, and serious injuries. 
 
In light of this evidence, the council cannot reasonably expect welfare standards to be upheld at this 
site post-approval. I therefore request that a thorough, independently verifiable animal welfare 
assessment be mandated before any decision is made on this application. Instead of approving 
further intensive farming operations, the council should be promoting sustainable agricultural 
practices, such as horticulture. Intensive farming is not a sustainable development model, due to its 
considerable land and water requirements for feed production, significant waste generation, and its 
contribution to deforestation and climate change. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Barry Marshall 
17 Branton Ave, Hebburn NE31 2LR, UK  

    


