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Jane Parry

From: Nathan Butcher 
Sent: 19 August 2026 10:51
To: Planning Admin
Subject: Objection to application R/2026/0532/FFM - Highfields Farm

WARNING: This email came from outside of the organisation. Do not provide login or password details. 
Always be cautious opening links and attachments wherever the email appears to come from. If you have 
any doubts about this email, contact ICT. 
 
Dear Planning Committee, 
 
As a local resident, I am writing to express my serious concerns regarding the proposed development 
and its potential impact on the existing community. Specifically, the anticipated noise pollution 
originating from the farm operations is a significant worry, as it is likely to disturb the peace and quiet 
of nearby homes, including my own. I am directly affected by this proposal and believe its approval 
would detrimentally alter the quality of life for those of us living in close proximity. 
 
I urge you to reject this application. To manage the tail-biting caused by barren, slatted housing, pig 
farmers routinely carry out teeth-clipping, tail-docking and castration without anaesthetic or pain 
relief, leaving piglets with open wounds and at risk of infection. UK law only permits these mutilations 
as a last resort, once environmental and management improvements have failed to prevent injury — 
yet they continue to be carried out routinely across the industry, in breach of that standard. 
 
The application gives no indication of how welfare would be managed differently at this site, or what 
steps would be taken to avoid routine mutilation of the animals it would house. I ask the council to 
require this information, and to refuse the application in its absence.  
 
Additionally, the Supreme Court in R (Finch) v Surrey County Council confirmed that indirect 
environmental effects cannot be excluded from assessment merely because they occur off-site. 
Greenhouse gas emissions cannot be ignored where they are integral to the development and have 
such a significant impact on climate change. 
 
However, the current application provides insufficient information regarding greenhouse gas 
emissions, both upstream and downstream, and water use. Without this information, the planning 
authority cannot make a fully informed decision. Approving another factory farm is contrary to net 
zero policies. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Nathan butcher 
7 dam street  

    


