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Jane Parry

From: Julie Taylor 
Sent: 15 August 2026 17:21
To: Planning Admin
Subject: Objection to application R/2026/0532/FFM - Highfields Farm

WARNING: This email came from outside of the organisation. Do not provide login or password details. 
Always be cautious opening links and attachments wherever the email appears to come from. If you have 
any doubts about this email, contact ICT. 
 
Dear Planning Committee, 
 
As a local resident living directly adjacent to the proposed development, I am writing to express my 
profound concerns regarding the approval of this intensive pig unit. The lack of prior consultation with 
affected residents, coupled with the significant environmental and infrastructural impacts, demands 
serious reconsideration. 
 
I strongly believe this application should be refused. The applicant intends to dispose of slurry from 
the new pig sheds by spreading it onto arable land as fertiliser, describing this as sustainable, but has 
failed to disclose the well-documented risks that come with this practice. Improperly managed slurry 
can contaminate soil, cause nutrient runoff and eutrophication, and disrupt plant growth. It can also 
affect water quality through phosphorus and other pollutants, altering pH levels, harming aquatic life 
and reducing drinking water quality. We all breathe the same air and drink the same water.  
 
No manure management strategy has been provided to show how these risks would be mitigated at 
this site. Given the scale of slurry that 1800 additional weaner pigs on a fully slatted system will 
generate, I do not believe the application can be assessed properly without one, and I ask the council 
to require this before determining the application.  
 
There is no need for more meat production given the country is already self-sufficient in protein, and 
factory farming is bad for food security because it is so resource intensive, has a huge land footprint, 
and causes significant pollution.  
 
I am also very concerned about the increase in HGVs and bad smells, there is no need for more 
industrial farming in this area. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Gavin Taylor 
3 South Loftus 
Saltburn by the Sea 
TS13 4JU  

    


