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Sent: 19 August 2026 01:07
To: Planning Admin
Subject: Objection to application R/2026/0532/FFM - Highfields Farm
Attachments:

Dear Planning Committee, 
 
As a local resident living in close proximity to the proposed development, I am writing to express my profound 
concerns regarding the potential for unnatural living conditions and the significant negative impact on our local 
environment. The proposed scale and nature of this project raise serious questions about its sustainability and 
the long-term well-being of our community and the natural habitats it supports. 
 
I strongly object to this application. Paragraph 187 of the NPPF places a comprehensive duty on decision-
makers to protect and enhance valued landscapes and biodiversity, minimise pollution, and improve local 
environmental conditions including air and water quality. Paragraph 193 states that permission should be 
refused where significant harm to biodiversity cannot be avoided, adequately mitigated, or compensated. 
 
The applicant has claimed a de minimis exemption from providing a biodiversity gain plan, but this does not 
remove the underlying requirement to demonstrate that the development protects and enhances the landscape 
and local biodiversity. No meaningful assurance has been given about how this development would avoid 
harming the character of the surrounding countryside that local residents value. I ask the council to refuse the 
application on the basis the factory farm clearly does not contribute to the improvement of local biodiversity.  
 
Furthermore, intensive pig farming causes intense odours and air quality issues which have a negative impact 
on the amenity of local people. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Jacob Steyert 
11 Tees Street, Loftus, TS13 4LW 


