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From: Julie Taylor 
Sent: 15 August 2026 17:20
To: Planning Admin
Subject: Objection to application R/2026/0532/FFM - Highfields Farm

WARNING: This email came from outside of the organisation. Do not provide login or password details. 
Always be cautious opening links and attachments wherever the email appears to come from. If you have 
any doubts about this email, contact ICT. 
 
Dear Planning Committee, 
 
I am a local resident living in close proximity to the proposed development and wish to register my 
strong objection. My concerns stem from the profound and unavoidable negative impacts this 
intensive pig unit will have on our community, our environment, and the welfare of the animals, all of 
which appear to have been overlooked. 
 
I strongly urge you to reject this application. Planning authorities cannot simply assume that animal 
welfare law will be properly enforced elsewhere. Research by the Animal Law Foundation found that 
fewer than 3% of UK farms are inspected in a year, only half of complaints result in an inspection, and 
just 0.33% of farms are ever prosecuted following a complaint of non-compliance. 
 
Even farms certified under supposedly higher-welfare schemes fare little better: an investigation 
covering 60 visits to 45 RSPCA Assured farms over four months found animal suffering on every single 
farm, with 280 breaches of the law and a further 94 breaches of Defra regulations, including cramped 
conditions, widespread disease and extensive injuries.  
 
Given this evidence, the council cannot safely assume that welfare standards will be met at this site 
once approved, and I ask that a comprehensive, independently verifiable animal welfare assessment 
be required before the application is determined. Rather than supporting more unethical factory 
farms, the council should encourage sustainable farming such as horticulture.  
 
Factory farms are not sustainable developments– they require a huge land and water footprint to 
grow animal feed, create a lot of waste, and contribute to deforestation and climate change. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Julie Taylor 
3 South Loftus, Saltburn-by-the-Sea TS13 4JU, UK  

    


